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Consequences of Modernity?
From the loneliness epidemic to
technologies of the future
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Sonia Yuhui Zhang is an Assistant Professor at the Center for
Human Nature, Artificial Intelligence, and Neuroscience (CHAIN),
Hokkaido University. She holds a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology
from The New School for Social Research. Working across
anthropology and science and technology studies, her research
investigates the relationship between loneliness and technology,
with a particular focus on the international development of the
“loneliness epidemic” narrative and its unfolding in Japan’s social

robotics scene.
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