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The Value of You

With the newest versions of Al, students around
the world are questioning the value of a college
education in a time when future jobs may be
taken by Al. For all of us here at the university,
we must confront this reality and reflect on the
meaning and value of academics.

When thinking about knowledge, we might
think that Al and students have access to the
same sources of information. However, Al does
not have access to how each of your professors
interpret the information or how they may com-
bine their knowledge with other sources to
create new ways of looking at problems. Al does
not have access to how you think about the
information you get in classes.

Al might be able to tell you about study abroad
or give you information about other countries,
but study abroad is not only “study.” The time
that you spend in another country will provide
chances for you to interact with other people
and to learn other ways of thinking. In our cur-
rent time of economic and military conflict
between nations, these experiences will
become valuable because you will be able to
understand how other people think. You may
develop the ability to perceive what is import-
ant to people and what motivates them even if
people’s goals and motivations are not based
on logic. These are the experiences that Al
cannot give you.

Living in another country will most likely make
you feel uncomfortable at first. You will need to
find ways to deal with stress and to stretch your
capacity when confronted with your limitations.
Al can give you many suggestions for how to
deal with stress, but it cannot know how it feels
to overcome these difficult times. It cannot
remember the experience or turn those experi-
ences into empathy as humans can do.

Through your study abroad, you will become a
collection of unique experiences. These expe-
riences will become the basis for how you see
the world and for how you act. This is the
value of you.

International Affairs Faculty Member

Michelle La Fay
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