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After Sellars, the dominant view is that only what is conceptually formed can enter
the space of reasons, and that only within the latter can we properly speak of
knowledge in a way that is specific to human nature. Dretske’s idea of simple seeing,
and Husserl’s phenomenology of perception and cognition, will help show that 1) not
only what is intrinsically conceptual can have epistemic efficacy, 2) we are able
rationally to see nonconceptual contents, and 3) the ”vision” of nonconceptual
content plays an essential role within the realm of epistemic rationality.
Nonconceptual content is, indeed, given, and its resistance allows us to know that
we are in touch with the world.


