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SOCIAL DIAGNOSTICS
AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION

CENTER FOR APPLIED ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY

The lecture deals with individualized social diagnostics as a lifeworld challenge to medical practice. N~
The question is whether giving life advice represents an inadmissible expansion of the scope of medicine == ;@_M\g o 7’}31][] BiLiA 7I<,I»
and of the physician's scope of action, in particular. It is argued that the life situation of an individual as a _
whole must come into the focus of medical practice, precisely because the concept of medical practice ZOOMj‘ 7 /]’ “/Eﬁ'fﬁ
contains not only a technical-scientific but also a medical-lifeworld dimension. The advantages and .
disadvantages of such a relationship between physicians and patients are exemplified by Karl Jaspers' JCH L > X —HP, 7 3T OQR
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individual medical concept of existential communication. The conclusion of the study is that in the context e -
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of a doctor-patient relationship culture, life advice generated from social diagnostics can be understood as
the therapeutic essence of medical practice. J& PR AR EE -
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