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Human/animal relationship in Taiga
- Evenki, reindeer herding and wolves in Southeast Siberia

Prof. Donatas BrandiSauskas (Vilnius Univ.)
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Dr. Donatas Brandi$sauskas is a professor in
Anthropology of Vilnius University, Lithuania. He
probes the strategies that Orochen (one of Evenki

tribes) reindeer herders of southeastern Siberia LEAV'NG FOOT?R'NB

have developed to navigate these changes.

“Catching luck” is one such strategy that plays a 'N THE TA'GA
central role in Orochen cosmology -- luck implies a Luck, spirits and ambivalence among
vernacular theory of causality based on active the Siberian Orochen reindeer
interactions of humans, non-humans, material herders and hunters
objects, and places. BrandiSauskas describes in Donatas BrandBauskas

rich details the skills, knowledge, ritual practices,
storytelling, and movements that enable the
Orochen to “catch luck” (or not, sometimes), to
navigate times of change and upheaval.
(https://www.amazon.co.jp/dp/BO7XF2RB51/)

- BLAbES: 2 W L
MBI LS HREE 2> 5 — — e
Center for Northern Humanities, o R

Graduate School of Humanities & Human
Sciences, Hokkaido University, 060-0810
serow@eis.hokudai.ac.jp (3235, 090-4873-4909) r/..-— ;

i" M Main Gate
-

P



